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1. Executive Summary 
 

1.1 The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced a change to 
the timing of compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and 
polling places. The 2013 Act requires that a compulsory review be carried out 
every 5 years. Changes arising of the previous review were enacted in 2015. 
 

1.2 A public consultation was commenced on 12 December 2019, which was the 
polling day for the UK parliament general election. Senior Presiding officers 
who managed polling place voting were asked to record comments and 
observations received by voters and other interested persons in respect of 
polling place provision and also include their own comments within that 
return.( See Appendix A). Polling Station Inspectors who visited and inspected 
polling places on polling day were also asked to report on polling place 
provision ( See Appendix B). The polling places used at the general election 
on 12 December are shown in a polling place map which was published for the 
election ( See Appendix C). A breakdown of electors per polling place and 
polling station on 12 December 2019 is provided ( see Appendix D)  
 

1.3 A further consultation was commenced in January and February 2020. This 
further consultation included seeking the views of election agents at the 12 
December 2019 general election and Westminster City Council councillors on 
polling place revision at the general election. 
 
 
 



  

1.4 The principles underlying the approach taken in this review have been: 
 
a) To take into account that the Local Government Boundary Commission for 

England ( LGBCE) will complete its electoral review of Westminster on 5 
May 2020. At some stage after the LGBCE final report is published a 
comprehensive and overarching review of Westminster’s polling districts 
and a re-designation of its polling places will need to take place. Any 
changes made at that review will need to be in place for the local elections 
in May 2022. An electoral review of Westminster wards and the number of 
its councillors was last undertaken 20 years ago. The parliamentary review 
of polling districts and polling places which is the subject of this report has 
therefore been confined to a review of polling place provision at the 12 
December 2019 general election with a view to identifying polling places as 
good or bad ones and informing the discussion which will need to take 
place when a comprehensive and overarching review takes place after the 
LGBCE final report. 

b) To take into account that the Boundary Commission for England( BCE) 
presented its final report on proposed new parliamentary constituencies to 
Government on 5 September 2018 and a Government decision on that 
final report is awaited. The BCE final report does recommend changing the 
existing parliamentary constituencies that include Westminster wards ( see 
Appendix E) . The uncertainty as to what Westminster ward parliamentary 
constituencies will look like going forward  reinforces one of the principles 
underlying the approach taken in this review ( which is most evident when 
the LGBCE Report is considered), in that a comprehensive review of 
polling districts and polling places should not  take place at this review 
because it is almost certain that further changes will be required as a result 
of Reports published and Government decisions taken in the next few 
months. 

c) To take into account the current network of polling places. As far as 
possible we wish to minimise disruption to voters. An Electoral Services 
Officer Report is provided  ( See Appendix F). Appendix F is an Officer 
Report which takes account of comments and observations received from 
others, assesses polling place suitability against certain criteria and offers 
recommendations on polling place suitability and whether immediately 
apparent suitable alternatives have been identified. 

d) To take into account how well known a polling place is in the local area and 
also what negative impact using a polling place on election day has on the 
local community ( especially in the case of schools).( Appendix F). We 
have sought to move away from using schools as polling places. Examples 
of changes made in recent years have included; CHB- St Barnabas School 
to St Barnabas Church; LGC- Hallfield Primary School to Pickering Hall; 
LVC- Ark Paddington Academy to Little Venice Sports Centre.13 schools ( 
the figure includes academies and nurseries) were used as polling places 
at the general election.  



  

e) To identify where there is an obvious viable alternative to a polling place, 
especially where the existing polling place provision was deemed to be 
inadequate on 12 December 2019.( Appendix F) 

f) To ensure, as far as practicable, that any polling places are accessible to 
people with disabilities. 

 
2.  Recommendations 
 
2.1 The Committee notes the comments and observations received in respect of 

polling place provision for the general election on 12 December 2019 and that 
due consideration is given to those comments and observations when a 
comprehensive and overarching review of Westminster’s polling districts and 
polling places is carried out after the LGBCE electoral review of Westminster 
is completed on 5 May 2020.  
 

2.2 The Committee notes that the Chief Executive has delegated powers to 
designate alternative polling places in the event of any polling place not being 
available at any election, following consultation with the Party Whips and 
respective ward councillors. 

 
3. Background 
 

3.1 This paper sets out the polling place provision in respect of the general 
election on 12 December 2019 and details officer findings and conclusions on 
all the observations and comments received during polling day and in further 
consultation. 

3.2      Officer recommendations are presented on the basis that the current pattern 
of wards within Westminster is likely to change when the LGBCE publishes its 
final recommendations on 5 May 2020 following its electoral review of 
Westminster. 

3.3      A ward is the basic building block on which parliamentary constituencies are 
put together. The wards, polling districts and polling places in Westminster are 
currently the same for both local government and parliamentary elections. 

3.4      The number of polling stations at each polling place will be determined by the 
Returning Officer in advance of any election or referendum and will vary 
according to the size of the eligible electorate at that election and the likely 
turnout. A “polling station” is a desk in the polling place /building at which 
ballot papers are issued – there may be up to 3 “ stations” or desks in a polling 
place. 

3.5      The pattern of provision will never be ideal or suit all electors, but the current 
places are drawn to try and maximise convenience to voters by using the best 
locations available. 

3.6      Council Officers continue to look for possible alternative locations, particularly 
where disability access is currently inadequate or the existing polling place 



  

location could be improved. The number of inaccessible polling places has 
gradually been declining as building owners have sought to improve access or 
alternative places are used instead. 

3.7      Elections happen infrequently and sometimes with very little notice, so the City 
Council is appreciative of the co-operation of polling places in providing their 
buildings for the day- often at inconsiderable inconvenience, including to 
parents or guardians of school children- so that voters have a convenient 
place where they can go and vote. 

4. Legal Implications 
 
4.1      These are set out in the body of the report 
 

5. Financial Implications 
 
5.1   The cost of using polling places is met from the Government grant in respect 

of UK elections, from the GLA in respect of London Mayor and GLA elections 
and by the City Council for its own elections. 

 
 

6. Other Implications:  
 
6.1      None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions about this report, or wish to inspect one of 

the background papers, please contact  
 

Martin Pyroyiannos, Manager, Legal and Electoral Services Support 
Tel: 020 7641 2732 

Email: mpyroyiannos@westminster.gov.uk 
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